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NEWS OF CLAN MACLAINE OF LOCHBUIE - FAMILIES OF MACLAINE & MACLEAN, SEPTS & FOLLOWERS  

OF HECTOR THE ASTUTE (EACHAINN REAGANACH) SENIOR LINEAGE OF IAIN DUBH MAC GILLEAN 

A HALF CENTURY OF 

SERVICE TO THE CLAN 
 

Submitted by Neill Maclaine,  

Clan Genealogist  

 

This month (May 2020) we celebrate 

that we have been under the Chief-

ship of Lorne Maclaine for a full 50 

years. 

By way of a short biography, below is 

an extract from Chapter 32 on Lorne 

included within the book, ‘Siol Each-

ainn; The Race of Hector’: 

“Lorne was born on the 5 December 

1945 in Woking, Surrey, shortly be-

fore his father, Gillean, was de-

mobbed from military service. Lorne 

was christened at St. George’s Chap-

el, Windsor Castle on 7 March 1946. 

His godfathers were Sir Iain Moncrieff 

of that Ilk, a close relation of his mater-

nal grandmother, and his cousin, Briga-

dair Alastair Maclean of Pennycross. 

In 1951, Lorne’s parents emigrated to 

Durban, South Africa. Despite Lorne’s virtual permanent residence in 

South Africa, he has retained his British citizenship. He was educated at 

St. Henry’s School in Durban, and subsequently at Kearsney College at 

Botha’s Hill. By Lorne’s own admission, sporting activities were of a 

greater attraction than academics. He was a competent rugby player and 

good athlete specializing in the 220-yard and long jump events. Lorne 

also achieved national recognition as a horseman and represented the 

province as a show-jumper. 

Lorne’s commercial career was primarily focused on marketing disci-

plines and subsequently in general management. In 1967, ‘my first job 

of consequence”,Lorne was appointed Advertising Manager of Riche-

lieu et Cie, a division of SA Distillers Corporation, the country’s largest 

liquor distilling group. In 1970, Lorne moved to Reckitt & Colman as a 

Brand Manager where he was to serve in three R&C divisions - Cape 

Town, Norwich and Salisbury, Rhodesia. In 1976, Lorne returned to 

Durban with his appointment as Senior Group Product Manager of 

The Much Honoured Baron of 

Moy, Lorne Gillean Iain 

Maclaine, 26th Chief of the Clan 

Gillean of Lochbuie; 29th direct 

successor to Gillean na Tuaigh  
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Robertson’s Corn Products. In 1984 Lorne joined 

the fledgling advertising agency, Stable Graphics, 

as a Partner and Managing Director. The company 

enjoyed rapid growth and expanded from a small 

base in Durban across South Africa. The country’s 

economic downturns of 1989 and 1990 lead to the 

company’s downfall and Stable Graphics were liq-

uidated in 1991. Lorne was however fortunate to be 

immediately employed by one of Stable Graphic’s 

clients - Argus Newspapers, the country’s largest 

publishers of newspapers - as Marketing Manager 

in 1991. Argus Newspapers subsequently evolved 

into Independent Newspapers, where Lorne moved 

through the ranks from marketing management to 

finally Group Circulation and Marketing Director, 

the position he held until his retirement in 2014. 

When interviewed prior to his retirement, Lorne 

reflected that his most satisfying accomplishments 

at Independent Newspapers had been: 

“I’ve enjoyed identifying opportunities and starting 

things. Specific highlights have been initiating the 

Newspapers in Education concept where newspa-

pers and tailored learning materials were supplied 

free to under-privileged schools across South Afri-

ca; the conception and launch of the radio station 

Khaya fm; the launch of Isolezwe - the country’s 

first daily isiZulu language newspaper - and the 

subsequent conception and launches of both Satur-

day and Sunday editions of Isolezwe, both first time 

weekend vernacular newspapers. And this past 

year, we have launched the first daily isiXhosa lan-

guage newspaper in South Africa. 

Nonetheless there are still many publishing oppor-

tunities within the African languages newspaper 

market that I trust will be exploited.” 

Subsequent to Independent Newspapers, Lorne has 

been appointed Managing Director of Nomapix 

(Pty) Ltd., a young company focused on book pub-

lishing. 

Lorne’s involvement with industry related profes-

sional associations have included the SA Society of 

Marketers (Chairman of Natal Chapter 1975 to 

1978, and National Council Member from 1975 to 

1985), the Audit Bureau of Circulation, and mem-

bership of various professional institutions associ-

ated with the development of the marketing prac-

tise. He has been a regular contributor to industry 

related publications and a frequent guest lecturer 

on Marketing at Natal University. In 1980, Lorne 

was recognised with life membership of the South 

African Institute of Marketing Management. 

Beyond his commercial life - Lorne has enjoyed a 

full and varied life in South Africa. In matters Scot-

tish, Lorne has been an active member of the Stand-

ing Council of Scottish Chiefs, and a regular guest 

of various American Scottish gatherings. In 2007, 

Lorne co-founded the Fort Nottingham Highland 

Games - the first Scottish gathering in South Africa 

to feature ‘heavy athletics’. This gathering has 

evolved into the KwaZulu Natal Highland Gather-

ing and remains the only ‘authentic’ highland gath-

ering in South Africa. 

1994 marked not only South Africa’s first demo-

cratic elections but also a Royal State visit to the 

country. Lorne and his wife, Sandra, were invited to 

a reception aboard the Royal Yacht, Britannia. On 

being announced and presented to Her Majesty, the 

Queen greeted Lorne with the words - “So you are 

the other half of the Maclean family!” “Yes Ma’am, 

the older half” Lorne responded. This response pre-

cipitated a subsequent discussion on the historical 

structure of the Clan Maclaine/ Maclean. “Her Maj-

esty was quite well informed on our Clan’s histo-

ry”. 

Lorne’s leisure activities have included water ski-

ing, social cricket, golf, and a deep passion for Afri-

can wildlife. 

Lorne married Sandra Heather Faulds, daughter of 

Kenneth Hector Faulds of Durban, on the 24 Febru-

ary 1968.” 

(image courtesy of Dennis Guichard) 

 

 

The Way it Was 
Submitted By: Wilbur McCormick 

Over the next several Newsletters, I will reprint a 

series of stories about life for a Scottish family in 

Southern Ohio in the early 20th century. 

The family was associated with Clan Farquharson 

and by marriage to Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie.  

They lived on a 160a farm in Hamilton Twp., Jack-

son Co., Ohio, USA. 

In addition to farming, the father, Frank, was a 

school teacher.  The mother, Mamie, was a house 
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wife and mother (9 children with the oldest grown 

before the youngest was born) 

The family savings was all lost during the great 

American depression of the 1920’s and 1930’s.  

The family survived better than most because of 

the produce from the farm, and the small income 

from Frank’s teaching.  

By the way, the story teller is Wylodine Bowman 

McCormick 1921 - 2011.  My mother.  She and I 

were both born in that little farm house. 

 

The Last Century 

Stories of the Farm 
By: Wilbur L. McCormick 

As told by: 

Wylodine Bowman McCormick 

 

Easter 
 

 Well. The year has come full circle.  Spring has 

returned and the farm work is under way once 

again.  Easter was the sign to us that the winter was 

really over and spring was here.  That meant that 

school was nearing its end for another year. 

Easter was the time of the year when we girls got a 

new spring dress.  Well, what really happened was 

that the oldest girl got a new dress.  The rest of us 

got a brand new hand-me-down to take up or let 

out, which ever was needed to make them fit.  In 

the earlier days new ones were hand made by  

mother from feed sacks that had been saved 

through the winter.  In those days, the feed sacks 

were made of cotton prints of different designs.  We 

tried to be sure that we got enough of the same print 

to make a dress.  If we had a print that lacked 

enough for a dress, it was used to make the boys 

shirts.  What was left over went to aprons and the 

like. 

In the later days, as we got older, and the number of 

us at home became less, dad started buying us new 

dresses, however it was still very unlikely that we 

would all receive one at the same time.  There just 

wasn’t enough free cash. 

Other than sporting our new dresses, I don’t remem-

ber much different about church services at Easter.  

Once in a while there would be a weeklong revival 

ending on Easter Sunday.  I am afraid that we young 

folks used this as a social time more than the scrip-

tural time it was meant to be.  I remember that after 

services, the older boys and girls would go out and 

sit in the cars and “talk” while the old folks stood 

around in the church or around the front steps and 

passed on local “information”.  I wouldn’t want to 

call it gossiping! But…. 

Don’t get me wrong; there were some great services 

and most of us (sooner of later) found ourselves 

saved at one of these revivals.  That meant a trip to 

the creek and the water was not very warm, but 

that’s another story. 

Back to the more “childish” part of Easter.  The 

morning started early on Easter.  You see, each of 

us had carefully hid a special nest for the Easter 

bunny to visit.  These were all around the barnyard 

and around the lawn and garden plot, not just in the 

house.  Being the youngest, I never did find out how 

mother and dad knew where we had hidden these 

nests, because some of the locations were quite in-

novative.  I suspected that the older boys helped, 

they probably helped with the coloring of the eggs 

as well.  I remember finding a cloth in the kitchen 

with some egg dye on it.  Mother told me that the 

bunny had to use our kitchen to get ready for his 

next stop and had wiped his paws on that cloth.  

What a thrill that was, to think the Easter bunny ac-

tually worked in our house.  Anyway, there were 

always several colored eggs in each nest early East-

er morning. 

Easter was another day to look forward too because 

 



April, May, June  2020                   Hector’s Herald                   Volume 20-2  p4 

 the older brothers and sisters came home for din-

ner.  We didn’t get to see them very often even 

though some lived as close as Minford.  Some still 

were traveling by horse and buggy and the ones 

that had automobiles, (they were never called cars 

in those days) could only make about 25 mph even 

on the better roads, and you could always count on 

at least one flat tire on the way.  That made a trip 

from Jackson an all day event. 

The cooking was a lot of work for  mother and the 

girls still at home, but we didn’t mind at all, it was 

so nice to have the whole family together.  Maybe 

we should take time to get the whole family togeth-

er around the dinner table today.  Just maybe there 

would be more love in the world. 

 

 

Clan Maclaine’s Got Talent  

NORA MACLAINE 

By Neill Maclaine, Clan Genealogist 

Nora Marie Maclaine is an 

emerging talented women’s 

ice hockey star. You could 

certainly say she is a young 

lady with “elite prospects”. 

The daughter of Brian and 

Lorraine Maclaine of 

Easton, Massachusetts, 

Nora was born in 1996 and 

started playing ice hockey 

at an early age. Encouraged 

and supported by her par-

ents and siblings she was able to nurture her love 

for the sport and immediately established herself as 

a regular Forward in the Women’s Ice Hockey 

Team, ‘The Huskies’, whilst studying hard for her 

Economics degree at the University of Connecticut 

Before UConn, Nora played with Boston Sham-

rocks in 2014 as part of their Hockey Academy. 

Whilst there and ever since she has also been hon-

ing her own coaching skills by training and devel-

oping the abilities of the budding next generations 

of young women’s hockey players. During her time 

at Connecticut, Nora played well over 100 games at 

the highest level. In the 2018/19 season she came to 

the attention of talent scouts from Perth Inferno of 

Western Australia and on 19 August 2019 her sign-

ing as a professional “import” for the latter was con-

firmed to a waiting ice hockey sports world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nora Maclaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reference to Shamrocks is a most appropriate 

one. Nora, through her great grandfather, Ernest 

Armstrong Maclaine (1906-1980), has strong Irish 

roots. Ernest was a grandson of John Maclaine 

(1825-1911) and Jane Armstrong (1829-    ) who 

were both born in Tyrone and established a large 

family there and in the adjacent Counties of Ireland. 

I have been researching the roots of John Maclaine 

for many years and hope one day to make that elu-

 



 April, May, June  2020                   Hector’s Herald                   Volume 20-2  p5 

sive breakthrough linking him to the Isle of Mull 

and Lochbuie. 

To follow the next stages of Nora’s ice hockey ca-

reer, keep an eye on the webpage: https://

www.eliteprospects.com/player/394531/nora-maclaine 

 

 

The Battle of  

Knockbreck. 

Submitted by: Lochbuie 

 

The Battle of Knockbreck took place on the 7th 

June 1689 and involved the Lochbuie men of Hec-

tor Maclean, at this time the eldest son of the 11th 

Lochbuie, and Williamite dragoons under the com-

mand of Colonel Livingstone. This engagement 

was the first in Viscount Dundee’s campaign 

against the Williamite General MacKay that culmi-

nated a few days later in the Battle of Killiekrankie.  

 

In Nicholas Maclean-Bristol’s work - One Clan or 

Two? - he recounts the battle as follows:  

“On the evening of 7 June 1689, Hector Lochbuie's 

men were advancing down the left bank of the 

Spey. At the same time, Dundee was withdrawing 

up the right bank. Some sources say that they were 

ignorant of each other. Another source, which was 

written a few years later, states that they had made 

contact. The former may have been trying to con-

ceal the fact that Lochbuie’s men were scattered 

because they were plundering the surrounding area. 

 

News of Lochbuie’s whereabouts reached Mackay, 

the Williamite general, who was following Dundee 

up the Spey. He immediately ordered Colonel Liv-

ingstone to cross the river and attack the Macleans 

with 200 dragoons. Surprise, however, was lost 

when Livingstone’s adjutant, riding alone ahead of 

the dragoons, alerted the Macleans to the Wil-

liamites’ presence. By the time the main body came 

up at the gallop, the Macleans were in full flight. 

They must have moved at an astonishing speed for 

the dragoons only cut down a couple of them and 

seized their baggage, which was guarded by a few 

old men and boys. 

 

As they fled across open ground a hundred 

Macleans rallied round young Lochbuie. They then 

ran for about another half a mile before they 

reached a hill known as Knockbrecht. At the foot of 

the hill they turned and fired a volley at their over-

confident pursuers. This stopped the dragoons in 

their tracks, and gave the Macleans the opportunity 

to scramble up the hill. 

The dragoons were determined to eliminate the 

Macleans before they could slip away to the moun-

tains. They therefore dismounted and began to ad-

vance on foot steadily up the hill. The pause had, 

however, given the Macleans a chance to recover. 

At first they sniped and threw rocks at the dragoons. 

Then, with extraordinary élan they threw away their 

muskets, drew their broadswords and charged back 

down the hill. 

 

The dragoons, taken completely by surprise, turned 

and fled. A captain in Berkeley’s dragoons was 

killed. Sir Alexander Maclean of Otter, who com-

manded another Jacobite Argyllshire regiment, de-

scribes him in his report to James as ‘an Englishman 

of considerable note and much regretted by the re-

bels, his name we have not known as yet’. He also 

claimed that another officer and 15 dragoons were 

left dead on the field. Lochbuie lost only five of his 

men. In revenge the dragoons killed their prisoners, 

whilst the Macleans stripped the bodies of the dead 

and carried off a dragoon’s horse for Lochbuie’s 

 

https://www.eliteprospects.com/player/394531/nora-maclaine
https://www.eliteprospects.com/player/394531/nora-maclaine
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own use. 

Major-General Mackay, who met his men as they 

retreated, crossed the river on hearing the firing. He 

believed that the whole enemy army was engaged. 

Dundee also heard the shooting and, expecting a 

night attack, sent out cavalry patrols to cover the 

fords on the Spey. It was one of these patrols that 

first met Lochbuie's men and escorted them back to 

Dundee’s camp, amid cheers of the Macleans and 

the skirl of the pipes. 

 

This minor skirmish had an importance out of all 

proportion to the numbers engaged. It helped to 

convince Dundee that the Highlanders should be 

allowed to fight in their own manner and not as 

conventional infantry. It was a decision that ena-

bled them on 27 July 1689 to defeat Mackay at the 

battle of Killiekrankie.   

  

The following is the English translation of a Latin 

poem called The Grameis, composed by Phillips of 

Amryseloss – a zealous Jacobite. This version is 

taken from An Account of Clan Maclean. 

 

Meanwhile Lochbuie from the stormy Isle of war-

like Mull advanced to join Dundee, 

three hundred brave Macleans composed his train, 

a generous, loyal clan, whose faithful blood un-

tainted filled his veins.   

The banks of Spey in silence of the night, the royal 

camp unknown, a stranger he and unacquainted 

with the gloomy shade upon a troop of Belgic horse 

– the advanced guard whom he believe his friends, 

erroneous fell.  

“Stop” the hoarse sentry bawled in horrid Dutch 

and straight upon them fired. 

The rest alarmed, a thundering peal of shot dis-

charged, and tore the air with fire and smoke. 

The brave Macleans their compliment returned, 

and scattered flaming death among the foe, 

then forming in a wedge, their thickest lines they 

pierced and through the furious squadron broke. 

With sword in hand; nor halted until they gained a 

neighbouring eminence, a rock, 

whose frowning top, among the clouds concealed, 

shewed all its battered sides and fragments huge 

perplexed, and took its name from blood that their 

impervious surface stained. 

 

Where, as with ramparts fenced, secure they lodged, 

superior to the foe. 

Thither in haste, and with collected strength of dif-

ferent lands, Germans, Dutch, English, rebel Scots 

and Danes, the adverse troop pursue. 

Oft did they aim with fire and sword to storm the 

rugged camp but all in vain. 

With spears, and darts, and stone, and rocks, which 

tumbling down with hideous din, overwhelmed both 

horse and man. 

They headlong drove the insulting foe; who with 

their mangled limbs, and brains, and blood, the 

ragged flints besmeared. 

Their leader, daring, haughty, fierce, and proud, in 

war delighted, 

and with keenest rage his foe pursued. 

 

Great Britain’s southern shore his boasted clime, 

the English horse and rough Batavian troops his 

stern command obeyed. 

His shining neck a golden collar graced, and from 

his shoulder hung a scarlet sash o’er a purple robe, 

conspicuous far, with golden lace and rich embroi-

dery shone. 

Enraged to see his baffled troops repelled, and scat-

ter’d  ’mongst the rocks their mangled limbs, he 

gnash’d his teeth, and mad with fury bawl’d, 

“Come down, ye thieves, ye barbarous crew de-

scend, and on the equal plain your courage prove. 

Nor lurk behind those rocks if ye be men.” 

Then as if impelled by rage, of all delay impatient, 

furious he commands his troops the precipice to 

gain and drive them down or leave their battered 

carcasses a prey to wolves and dogs, and fearless 

leads them on. 

 

But, undismay’d the brave Macleans beheld th’ au-

dacious foe, and with firm hearts resolved by manly 

deeds to answer boasting vain. 

And, quick as thought, to his unerring eye, his 

thund’ing piece a warrior bold applied. 

Whence, as from fate, a whizzing bullet flew with 

fire and sulphur wing’d, and at the mouth of the 

proud boaster ent’ring, pierced his lungs. 

With rapid force and at his back its passage made, 

down to earth he fell. 
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And rolling round his languid eyes, his soul forth 

issuing with his blood, dissolved in air 

 

History of Clan  

MacLean of Kingairloch 

Submitted By: Colin Harding 

 

Location of Homelands:  

 

The homelands of the Kingairloch MacLeans called 

Glensanda [Old Norse: the glen of the sandy river] 

were located on the Morvern Peninsula on the west 

side of Loch Linnhe four miles to the southwest of 

the village of Kingairloch to the southwest of Fort 

William, Scotland. Glensanda, a part of Ardgour, 

has formed part of the territory of the Clan Mac-

Lean ever since the Clan MacMaster was removed 

from the territory in the 15th Century. The actual 

locations of the Kingairloch Manor House inhabit-

ed by Hector MacLean, 16th Kingairloch Chieftain 

prior to his emigration to Pictou, Nova Scotia, Can-

ada in 1812, and Glensanda Castle were on the 

southwest coast of this peninsula a few miles south 

of the present village of Kingairloch. The specific 

place for the Manor House was at a place called 

Arihaury on the coast between Loch Choire and 

Glen Sanda on Loch Linnhe. 

Glensanda Castle, built by Ewen MacLean, 5th 

Kingairloch Chieftain in the late 15th Century, oc-

cupies the summit of a prominent rock outcrop at 

the mouth of Glen Sanda on the water – which all 

MacLean castles seem to be. It comprises an ob-

long tower-house of two main stories measuring 

about 12.9m from the northeast to southwest by 

8.8m transversely over walls some 2.2m in thick-

ness. The building in 1974 was roofless, but the 

walls still rose to parapet level; some of the mason-

ry had been consolidated in modern times. The 

steps by which the entrance doorway is approached 

today are modern and in the original arrangement 

access was probably obtained by means of a timber 

forestair to a wooden platform at threshold level. 

There were two and possibly three floors. The cas-

tle is a ‘square keep’ built in a traditional ‘tower 

house’ style. Although it has not been occupied for 

approximately 250 years, it is quite complete to the 

top of the original walls. The castle was not in-

volved in any major attacks and was not remodeled 

so is a good example of a 15th century keep. By the 

mid-18th century, probably around 1780, the castle 

was deserted and the family had moved five miles 

to the north into the Manor House known as Con-

nach (Kingairloch) built at the head of Loch a’ 

Choire (Loch Corry).  

Glensanda Castle (Caisteal Na Gruagaich 

(Maiden's Castle); overlooks the mouth of the 

Glensanda River which tumbles down 400 metres 

along its five-mile journey from 'Caol Bheinn' into 

Loch Linnhe. The castle was the main base of the 

Macleans of Kingairloch (Kingerloch) since the 

15th century, but the population fell from 500 to 

zero after 1812 when they emigrated to Pictou,     

Novia  Scotia.  

The remoteness of the Glensanda settlement is such 

that there are no road, rail, or marked footway links 

across the granite mountain, moor, heather and peat 

bog of the private Glensanda estate. The only prac-

tical access is by boat from the shores of Loch Lin-

nhe. 

Further amplification has been provided. Glensanda 

Castle, late 15th century simple, two-storey tower of 

local granite, originally the stronghold of the 

Macleans of Kingairloch, who emigrated to Canada 

c. 1800. Sited atop a grassy mound looking out to 

Appin across Loch Linnhe, it was probably aban-

doned for good c.1780/90. The entrance on the 

south-east wall leads into an unvaulted cellar/store, 

with two slit vents or lights. Archaeological evi-

dence confirms that access (now the steps) would 

originally have been via a removable timber stair-

case and platform (a primitive device for this date), 

and that the doorway was later reduced in size for 

defensive purposes; a draw bar shaft survives in the 

wall thickness. From here, a dogleg mural stair ris-

es to the hall above. This has three windows (one 

trefoiled), a lit embrasure with garderobe, ands 

what was a fireplace in the north-west wall. Anoth-

er mural stair leads from here to the parapet where 

a wall walk, but only vestiges of crenellations, sur-

vives. 

The original Kingairloch Manor House was part of 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ardgour
http://maps.thefullwiki.org/Clan_Maclean
http://maps.thefullwiki.org/Granite
http://maps.thefullwiki.org/Peat_bog
http://maps.thefullwiki.org/Peat_bog
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 the lands that Hector MacLean sold to James 

Forbes in 1803 and of which he took possession in 

1812 when Hector MacLean and his family emi-

grated to Pictou, NS. At that time, James Forbes 

built a second Kingairloch House at the head of 

Loch a’ Choire quite close of the present village of 

Kingairloch and the old Manor House at Arihaury 

became a subsidiary farm. The fate of the original 

Manor House is a little unclear. Apparently, one 

story has it that remnants of the house survived un-

til the outbreak of World War II in 1939-1940, but 

were supposedly destroyed by the Royal Navy that 

used it for gunnery practice. Loch Linnhe was used 

by the Royal Navy during WWII as a safe anchor-

age against potential German attacks.  

However, according to Kurt Larson in an October 

23, 2006 e-mail, “we have been allowed to carry 

out limited restoration on the exterior of the struc-

ture to prevent it from deteriorating further”. He 

also stated that “it is still an interesting site with the 

remnants of walled garden (now full of mature 

trees), outbuildings, ruins of the main house, and 

‘lazy beds’ which are remnants of the agriculture 

activity there”. On the estate house at Glensan-

da,”we also restored the ‘steadings’ which is the 

quarry office”. When the ‘steadings’ were complet-

ed, Foster (Yeomans) turned the building into a res-

idence. 

The Kingairloch House, built by James Forbes, was 

sold again in 1888 to John Bell Sherriff of Carron-

vale, a Falkirk industrialist, for 30,140GBP. In 

1902, the House was bought by Mr. George Her-

bert Strutt of Belper, Derbyshire, an English cotton 

magnate, who expanded Kingairloch House turning 

it into a grand Baronial shooting lodge.  It encom-

passed some 24,000 acres. Upon the death of his 

son, Arthur, in 1977, Arthur’s widow, Patricia 

Strutt, whom he married in 1930, continued to re-

side in the Kingairloch House until it and some out-

buildings were purchased by Foster (Yeoman) in 

1982. Known as the “Killer Lady of Kingairloch” 

because of her deer stalker capability, she died in 

2000 at the age of 89. In 2006, Kurt Larson, former 

Director of Operations of Foster (Yeoman), bought 

the Kingairloch House and buildings including a 

couple in the village, and they are available for 

rent. 

In addition, when the Kingairloch lands were sold 

to the Foster (Yeoman), Ltd in 1982, according to 

the company and Anne Cameron’s book on the vil-

lage of Kingairloch, the company restored Glensan-

da House in 1984 and used it for their company of-

fices. The company also stabilized the ruins of the 

castle and erected temporary flooring enabling a 

person to go up to the Second Floor and get a feel 

for how the castle would have been laid out. Foster 

(Yeoman) in purchasing the land established a large 

quarry operation on the peninsula, an operation that 

continues to this day. The stone is used to build 

roads and is shipped around the world. The entire 

operation was sold to Aggregate Industries, Inc, an 

American firm, in August 2006 and, according to 

company sources, the quarry operations will be ex-

panded further changing the geologic face of 

Kingairloch lands. 

The reason that Hector MacLean, the 16th Kingair-

loch Chieftain, sold the land was that he was a 

gambler and was deeply in debt to the tune of 

10,000GBP. Hector did “gamble away his inher-

itance and lost the place on the turn of a card in Al-

manac’s Club in London”. 

It was a result of this that Hector MacLean pur-

chased a ship, put his family and the clan of ap-

proximately 500 people, and all their possessions 

aboard, and sailed for Pictou, NS in 1812. 

History and Succession: 

The MacLeans of Kingairloch are a junior cadet 

house to the MacLeans of Lochbouie and can trace 

their roots back to Gilleain Na Tuaighe or William 

of the Battleaxe, the 1st MacLean Chief, who was 

born in 1174 in Argyllshire, Scotland, and who 

achieved his name because of his fighting prowess. 

He was progenitor of the Clan. He died in 1249. 

The name, MacLean, is usually translated from the 

Gaelic as “Son of the servant St. John”. Gillean of 

the Battle-Axe was the first of the clan on record. 

He was succeeded by Malise  [Maaoliosa] Gille-

Iosa MacLean, his son, as the 2nd MacLean Chief 

who was born in 1235 and died about 1300. 

Maoliosa, or Malo-Ioss, or Gille-Iosa, means the 

‘servant of Jesus’. By 1249, Malise had adopted the 

name, MacLean, and made it the clan name. He 

was a distinguished follower of King Alexander III 

of Scotland. As such, he is also said to have led his 
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 followers to victory against the Norsemen in 1263 

on beach at the Battle of Largs during the Scottish-

Norwegian War on the occasion that persuaded 

King Haakon of Norway to cede the Western Isles 

to the Scottish king.  

Malcolm Gillie-Caluim MacLean, born in 1270 and 

the son of Malise MacLean, became the 3rd Mac-

Lean Chief and married Rignach of Carrick, born 

in 1270, a relative of Robert Bruce, father of Rob-

ert The Bruce who became Robert I, King of Scots, 

in 1306. He died at Bannockburn about 1310 

fighting under Robert Bruce. He was the first with 

the patronymic MacLean. John Dubh or John the 

Black or MacLean who was born on Mull about 

1290 became the 4th MacLean Chief and married 

Mary (of the Isles) MacDonald, a daughter of 

Eachann or Hector MacDonald. He died around 

1365. One son, Lachlan, became the 1st Duart 

Chieftain. Another son, Eachann or Hector Rega-

nach MacLean, who was born around 1320 and 

died about 1407, founded the Macleans of 

Lochbuie, Dochgarroch, and Kingairloch, and be-

came the 1st Lochbuie Chieftain establishing the 

Duarts and the Lochbuies as separate clans. He 

married Christina MacLeod.  Their son, Charles, 

born about 1358, then became the 1st Chieftain of 

the Kingairlochs. He died in 1386. 

Kingairloch MacLeans are an offshoot of the 

MacLeans of Urquhart, the Clan Tearlach or 

Macleans of the North, who moved to Loch Ness 

and Urquhart Castle as Constables for the MacDon-

ald, Lord of the Isles. This castle still exists today 

on the right-side of the road from Fort William to 

Inverness along Loch Ness and can be visited. The 

Kingairloch branch of the MacLeans returned to 

their home at Glensanda with the removal of the 

MacLeans from Urquhart in 1476. It was at this 

time that Ewen MacLean built Glensanda Castle. 

On some lists of Kingairloch Chieftains, Ewen 

MacLean is listed as either the 5th Chieftain or the 

1st Chieftain. To clarify this confusion, Ewen Mac-

Lean was the 5th Chieftain but the first to reside at 

Glensanda; hence on some lists he is the 1st Chief-

tain. 

 

 

 

 

Amazon supplies of  

Siol Eachainn.  

Tom Wenger to Lochbuie 

Clansfolk will be pleased to 

hear that sales of our Clan book - Siol Eachainn – 

have progressed well, as has the investigative work 

by Nicholas Maclean-Bristol – One Clan or Two? 

However, apparently the Amazon book site for Siol 

Eachainn where buyers book for orders is apparent-

ly sometimes difficult to access – particularly for 

the colour version of Siol Eachainn. Amazon has 

supplied me with a short cut to the “ordering page” 

of their web site which I quote below. I hope the 

information below will help. Their e-mail to me 

read… Hello Lorne, I can confirm both Mono-

chrome and Color editions are available for sale on 

website. You can verify the same here:  

Mono - https://www.amazon.com/dp/1711204455  

Color - https://www.amazon.com/dp/1711211877  

 

Historical Scots 

Of Other Clans 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1823: Glasgow-born chemist and inventor 

Charles Macintosh patented his new invention, wa-

terproof clothing, which he used to make his fa-

mous rain macs (waterproof jackets). Very handy if 

you’re out and about in Scotland or anywhere else 

the sun isn’t shining. 
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 Origin of the  

Maclean Cross at Iona.  

 Provided by which Maclean family? 

Submitted by: Lochbuie 

The assumption, uncontested, was that the 

Macleans of Duart probably donated the Maclean 

Cross. Certainly in recent decades the Duart family 

seem to have claimed it as their donation. But, in 

truth, the historical records available give no indi-

cation of who the donors were. 

The recently published historical work - “One Clan 

or Two?” - by the respected west coast historian, 

Nicholas Maclean-Bristol, does however provide 

some clues not previously considered. In chapter 8, 

“Lochbuie Cadets and the Church 1439-1615”, 

Maclean-Bristol details at length the greater 

Lochbuie family’s service to the church and in par-

ticular, Iona. He expands further in Chapter 20, 

“Murdoch Gearr and the Reformation”.  

Maclean-Bristol suggests that the Maclean roots 

were in the ‘hereditary learned classes’, and this 

appears to be particularly true of descendents of 

Hector Reaganach: the Macleans of Lochbuies and 

their branch clans - the Siol Eachainn - the Race of 

Hector.  

The names of a number of Hector’s descendents 

are recorded as serving the various parishes of 

Mull, Skye, Islay and Morvern but of more interest 

are those who served as Bishops of the Isles; 

John Hectoris MacGillain – 1441-1467. 

Ferchar Hectoris MacEachan – 1528-1544. 

Roderich Maclean – 1544-1553. (Described as 

Roderick Maclean of the Race of Hector) 

In addition to these three Bishops, the two remark-

able prioresses of the Iona Nunnery: Anna and 

Mary Maclean, both of the Maclean of Kingairloch 

family, served the nunnery in succession for 65 

years, from 1509 to 1574.  

Conversely the only Maclean of Duart cleric of 

note was a Patrick Maclean who styled himself 

Bishop-elect but was never formally made Bishop. 

 

As Maclean-Bristol writes, no other family before 

the Reformation had continuously produced so many 

members to serve the church than the descendents of 

Hector Reaganach – the Lochbuies, Kingairlochs 

and the Macleans of Knock and Urquhart. The 

Macleans of Coll gave two sisters to the Nunnery, 

but the Macleans of Duart just one cleric.  

When Angus Og, with the consent of his father and 

the Council of the Lords of the Isles gave a charter 

to the Abbey of Iona and the lands of Klbrenanin on 

14 November 1485, he used the seal of John (Iain 

Og), 5th Lochbuie, that he borrowed for the occa-

sion. John was highly favoured by James IV.  

If the Maclean Cross is indeed a 15th Century cross, 

the strong probability is that the cross was funded or 

donated by a Siol Eachainn descendent, either a 

Lochbuie or Kingairloch.  On the other hand the on-

ly Duart cleric of note - Patrick – only came to no-

tice in the latter half of the 16th Century, sometime 

well after the provision of the Cross. It is also im-

portant to record that the Duart family’s temporary 

possession of Iona commenced in 1574.   

It is therefore suggested that the descriptive plaque 

at the base of the Maclean Cross needs reconsidera-

tion.  Historical logic suggests that a more accurate 

amended or expanded description should include the 

words; 

   “provided by the  

Clan of Hector - the Siol Eachainn”    

 

 

HELP NEEDED! 
Submitted by the Editor 

While working on this edition of the newsletter, I 

sent out a call for help because, at the time I had 

very little to fill the pages.  I received several re-

sponses from members, however some misunder-

stood what I needed. 

When you send materials for the newsletter, please 

help out in the following way: 

First, send articles, finished and ready to enter into 

the text of the letter.  (I received information from 
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internet, books, etc. that I could use to write arti-

cles, but not ready to use articles) 

At the risk of sounding “grumpy”, I am the editor, 

not the copy writer.  Please, please send me articles 

ready to insert into the text. 

Second, be careful of copyrights.  Articles from 

publications can not be entered verbatim without 

the permission of the person, or publisher who 

holds the copyright, and credit must be given to 

that origin.  Articles from internet, books, etc. en-

tered verbatim without proper permission is plagia-

rism.  Information taken from various sources and 

incorporated into an article in your words is re-

search, provided a proper bibliography of sources 

is added at the end.  There are exceptions for very 

old materials. (This may be text or pictures.)  I 

hope this helps keep us all on the “up and up”. 

Third, the clan has many commissioners around the 

world, but it has been quite some time with little or 

no contact with them.  Please take the time to write 

a report of what is happening in your area, and send 

some pictures if possible.  We would all like to 

know what is going on in various parts of the world 

where our clan reaches. 

That having been said for the “good of the cause”, I 

wish to sincerely thank all who responded, whether 

your information appeared in this edition or not.   

This is your newsletter, and therefore the content 

must come from you. Submissions are kept on file 

and may appear in the future. 

Information for submitting materials can be found 

on page one of this newsletter. 

The deadline for the next (September 30th) 

newsletter is September 10th. 

 

News From the Past 
Submitted by Barry Hartman 

05 December 1925  

The Scotsman 

 Highland Colonel Divorced – Proof was led in an 

undefended action of divorce at the insistence of 

Mabel Julia Maclaine or Maclean, residing at the 

Empire Club, Dover Street, London, against Charles 

Alexander Hugh Maclean, retired Colonel in the 

Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, residing at Pip-

ers Lane, Heswall, Cheshire. 

The pursuer said the marriage took place in June 

1897.  Her husband, who was the son of a landed 

proprietor in Mull, was then a lieutenant in the Ar-

my, and he served until he retired in February 1922 

with the rank of Colonel.  She lived with her hus-

band wherever his regiment happened to be quar-

tered.  They were sometimes in India, and some-

times in Scotland.  There were two children of the 

marriage.  Up to the time of the war their married 

life was quite happy.  From 1915 to 1918 her hus-

band served in Gallipoli and Palestine.  During that 

time he did not even once come home, though he 

could have done so if he liked.  He spent his leaves 

in Cairo.  His letters to her at that time were not 

quite so pleasant as usual.  In November 1918 her 

husband returned to London to take up a staff ap-

pointment.  His manner had greatly changed.  He 

was very cold, bad tempered, and rude.  She at-

tributed the change to the war, and tried to make the 

best of matters, hoping that things would come 

right.  In January 1921 the defender went out to In-

dia with his regiment, returning home in June of the 

same year on account of his health.  His behavior 

was worse than before; he was rude to her, and very 

irritable.  He left in September 1921, telling her he 

would not live with her any more.  She might take 

what steps she pleased in the matter, 

She consulted a solicitor, and raised a petition for 

the restitution of conjugal rights, which was granted 

on 18th July 1922.  Her husband still did not return 

to her, and he had not contributed anything to main-

tain her or the family.  She gave him no cause to 

leave her as he had done. 

Decree of divorce on the ground of desertion was 

granted. 

Counsel for the Pursuer – Mr. Maitland.  Agents 

Mackenzie & Black, W.S. 

 

    

  

 Stay Close - Stay Safe! 
We are all in this together. 



 

Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie 
 

Lorne Gillean Maclaine of Lochbuie; 26th Clan Chief 

maclaines@imaginet.co.za 

Angus Maclaine, The Younger, Tanist 

angus.maclaine@fundementalmedia.com 

Barry Hartman, Grand Lieutenant to the Chief 

barry7083@gmail.com 

Alan Maclean, Lieutenant to the Chief 

jalanmac1@bigpond.com 

Neill Maclaine, Clan Genealogist 

Neill.maclaine@btiternet.com 

Wilbur McCormick, Newsletter Editor 

Hector.herald@gmail.com 

OFFICIAL WEBSITE  

https://www.maclaine.org 

FACEBOOK SITE 

groups/maclean.maclaine 

Chief’s Council 
 

Barry Hartman—President 

barry7083@gmail.com 

Tom Wenger—Vice President 

tfwenger@hotmail.com 

Sandra O’Bryan—Treasurer/Membership 

Maclaine.lochbuie@gmail.com  

Mike McLain—Secretary 

lochbuie48@yahoo.com 

Alan McClain 

alandmcclain@yahoo.com 

Larry Dirr 

chainsaw02@frontier.com 

Pat Wainer 

pmwainer@yahoo.com 

Wilbur McCormick 

Hector.herald@gmail.com 

Regional Contacts 
 

Australia - NSW—Michael McFadyen 

question@michaelmcfadyenscuba.info 

Australia - South Australia—Kieth McLaine 

kjmclaine@hotmail.com 

Australia - Queensland—Les McFadzen 

lesmcfadzen@outlook.com 

Australia - Tasmania—Lachlan MacLaine 

reaganach@gmail.com 

Australia - Victoria—Noel Gillean 

noelgillean@gmail.com 

Australia - Western Austrailia—David Maclean 

J.david.maclean@me.com 

New Zealand—Ben McFadgen 

Ben.mcfadgen@gmail.com 

Argentinia—Pat R.E.Q. Maclaine 

patmaclaine@yahoo.com.ar 

Scandinavia—Michael Maclaine 

Michael_maclaine@binternet.com 

United States of America 

Alabama—Cecil McLain 

macelect@gultel.com 

California—Alan McClain 

alanmcclain@yahoo.com 

Connecticut—Rev. Thomas Drury Paton 

pastorgenX@aol.com 

Florida—Patricia McCormick Wainer 

pmwainer@yahoo.com 

Georgian—Mark McLain 

msmclain82@gmail.com 

Illinois—Robert McLain 

brendilou2@hotmail.com 

Indiana—Larry Dirr 

chainsaw02@frontier.com 

North Carolina—Judi McFadyen Smith 

judimc@bellsouth.net 

Ohio & Kentucky—Wilbur McCormick 

Hector.herald@gmail.com 

Oklahoma—Mackey McLain 

mackey.mclain@yahoo.com 

Pacific Northwest—Justin McFadden 

Justinmcfadden62@gmail.com 

Wisconsin—Douglas McLain 

lochbuie78@yahoo.com 

West Virginia—Robert “Rusty” McLain 

lochbuie76@yahoo.com 

Texas—Caleb McCormick 

caleb.mccormick@yahoo.com 
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