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“Madame Sorga”  

and “Mata Hari” 
By: Neill Maclaine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J ohanna Suzanna Cornelia Maria Maclaine Pont (1878-1937) was 

born in Padang, Bali, Indonesia to her dutch parents Pieter 

Maclaine Pont (1850-1926) and Lucie Henriette Gertrude de Vogel 

(1857-1947). She was the elder sister of the famous architect, Henri 

Maclaine Pont (1884-1971). The combination of the surnames 

Maclaine and Pont had been formalised by Royal Decree in Holland 

on 23 November 1861 after the Pont family progeny of Mary 

Maclaine (1789-1846) {descended from the Maclaines of 

Lochbuie} and Pieter Pont (1781-1846) {descended from the Pont 

family of Edam} petitioned to have the Maclaine surname added to 

their own as the name Maclaine was about to died out in Holland 

and they wished to honour the name and the connection back to 

Johanna Suzanna Cornelia Maria 

Maclaine Pont a.k.a. “Madame Sorga” 
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Scotland. Now who could argue with that? 

When in her late twenties and early thirties, at the 

start of the 20th Century, Johanna became quite 

well known singing in music halls across Europe; 

she used the stage name: “Madame Sorga” and 

was famous for bringing Eastern (Malaysian or 

“Malay”) music and songs to a Western European 

audience. I do wonder if her path ever crossed 

with Kenneth Douglas Lorne Maclaine (1880-

1935), 24th of Lochbuie, as his music hall career 

was contemporary with hers(?) In his case, Ken-

neth went under the stage name “Douglas Lorne” 

but later “The Maclaine”. 

On 14 December 1912, Madame Sorga sang the 

‘Preludes Javanais’ at the Universite des Annales 

in Paris. On the same bill that evening was her 

great Dutch friend, Margaretha Geertruida Zelle 

(1876-1917), whose stage name was “Mata Hari” 

and whose speciality was Eastern exotic dancing. 

In 1895, in Amsterdam, Zelle had married Ru-

dolph MacLeod of a branch of the Clan MacLeod 

from Skye. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Holland stayed neutral during the First 

World War, Mata Hari was able to continue her 

shows across Europe, travelling freely across 

borders. To avoid the battlefields she would 

travel between France and Holland via Britain 

and Spain and sometimes Germany which inevi-

tably attracted attention from the various author-

ities. On 13 February 1917, Mata Hari was ar-

rested at her hotel on the Champs Elysées in 

Paris. She was put on trial on 24 July 1917, ac-

cused of spying for Germany, and effectively 

causing the deaths of at least 50,000 soldiers. 

Despite vigorously protesting her innocence, she 

was found guilty and was executed by firing 

squad on 17 October 1917. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© Copyright 
W. L. McCormick 

P lease note. If the term “copyright” or the “© 

symbol is used in the authorship of an arti-

cle you have submitted, even if you are the au-

thor, I must have written permission to publish.  

Your original works submitted without the 

above symbol or term are considered submitted 

with permission. If you submit material from 

copyrighted articles as research, I must have the 

sources listed to publish.  I will NOT publish 

without the before mentioned considerations.   

Maegaretha Geertruida Zelle a. k. a “Mata Hari” 

“A Harlot? Yes; but a traitor; never!” - “Mata 

Hari” (at her trial) 
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H ector Maclaine of Lochbuie is said to be the 

first in the family to become a Protestant… 

perhaps it was Lochiel’s influence while Hector was 

incarcerated. Lochiel was a known Protestant at this 

time. Hector met the Bishop of the Isles at Aros Cas-

tle in 1609 to sign his declaration of religion and 

was present when the Statutes of Icolmkill were en-

acted.  

 

The Statutes of Icolmkill (of Iona) were laws enact-

ed by James VI to govern the behaviour of the lead-

ing Hebridean chiefs. Nine clan chiefs were con-

veyed to Iona and, in the presence of Bishop John 

Knox, signed their commitment to the Statutes on 

24th August 1609.  There were eight Statutes 

(abbreviated here for ease of understanding): 

 

1. All kirks were to be repaired and provision 

for the support of Protestants ministers 

serving Highland parishes was to be provid-

ed. 

2. Chiefs were responsible for the establish-

ment of  ‘hostelries’ (Inns). 

3. All vagabonds were outlawed, as were beg-

gars and ‘sorning’. 

4. The unrestricted importation of traditional 

strong drink and liquor was prohibited. 

Limitations on the quantity of liquor the 

chiefs could hold were imposed.  

5.  The chiefs were required to send their heirs 

for education in the ‘Lowlands’ where they 

‘may be found able sufficiently to speik, 

reid and wryte Englische”.  (An interesting 

qualification was that this Statute applied 

to all ‘gentlemen’ who owned 60 or more 

cattle’.) 

6. A limitation on the bearing of arms was im-

posed. 

7. Wandering bards, vagabonds and other 

bearers of traditional culture were out-

lawed. 

8. Protection of fugitives was prohibited and 

the chief would be responsible for ensuring 

that his people were obedient to these Stat-

utes.  

 

The nine chiefs who signed these Statutes were: 

Hector Maclean of Lochbuie, Hector Maclean of 

Duart, Lachlan Maclean of Coll, Angus MacDonald 

of Dunnivaig, Donald MacDonald of Sleat, Rory 

Macleod of Harris, Rory MacKinnon of Strathor-

daill, Gillespie MacQuarrie of Ulva and Donald 

MacDonald, the Captain of Clanranald 

 

A proud moment for  

Clan Maclaine 
By Neill Maclaine, Clan Genealogist  

A  proud moment for Clan Maclaine came when 

John Maclaine (1700-1778), 17th Laird of 

Lochbuie, was the incumbent Chief of his Clan and 

played host to the writers Dr Samuel Johnson (1709-

1784); one of England’s finest critics, poets, essay-

ists and biographers; it was Dr. Johnson who pro-

duced the first English Dictionary in 1754 and James 

Boswell (1740-1795); the eminent English diarist 

and writer; as they toured the Hebrides together in 

1773, of which they each published their accounts in 

1775 and 1785 respectively. They reached Lochbuie 

on Thursday 21 October 1773 and left the next day 

Hector Maclaine of 

Lochbuie  
“8th Lochbuie” 
Submitted by: Lochbuie 

The old Llochbuie House [constructed in 1750; the place 
can be seen in the centre above the window and below 

the teagle door] 



having stayed the night in Lochbuie House and hav-

ing toured the inside of Moy Castle. Apparently 

Johnson politely refused Lady [Isabel Maclean of 

Brolas] Lochbuie’s offer of cold sheep’s head for 

breakfast!  Boswell said of Maclaine, “We had heard 

much of Lochbuy’s [sic] being a great, roaring brag-

gadocio, a kind of Sir John Falstaff  [a recurring fic-

tional Shakespearian character], both in size and 

manners, but we found that they had swelled him up 

to a fictitious size, and clothed him in imaginary 

qualities…..The truth, is that Lochbuy  proved to be 

a bluff, comely, noisy old gentleman, proud of his 

hereditary consequence, and a very hearty and hos-

pitable Landlord.” Whilst on the tour Dr. Johnson 

met Flora MacDonald [the Scottish heroine who aid-

ed Bonnie Prince Charlie’s escape following the bat-

tle of Culloden] and described her as “a woman of 

middle stature, soft features, elegant manners and 

gentle presenc”. Sometime after 1790, Murdoch 

Maclaine, 19th of Lochbuie, placed a stone plaque on 

the front of the old Lochbuie House to commemorate 

the visit. 

Clan "First Family" in 

Australia  
Submitted by: Alan Maclean 

M aj. General Lachlan Macquarie, 73rd Regi-

ment of Foot, was, undoubtedly, Australia's 

most significant 19thC colonial governor. In 1809, 

Governor Macquarie and his wife and his nephew, Lt 

John Maclaine, 73rd Regiment of Foot, plus other 

officers of the 73rd Regt boarded the HMS Drome-

dary to sail halfway around the world to the colony 

in Terra Australis. Macquarie appointed Lt John 

Maclaine as his ADC (aide-de-camp). John became a 

constant and valuable member of the governor's in-

ner circle of associates at Government House assist-

ing with the development, management and explora-

tion of the colony.  

Macquarie hoped that there might be some great riv-

er which may drain into the sea on that part of the 

coast bearing in a south-easterly direction from 

Spencer's Gulf (South Australia). Under instructions 

from Governor Macquarie to pursue a western 

course from Bathurst "until he shall fall in with the 

western ocean," seasoned explorer, George Evans, 

left Sydney on his second inland journey in 1815.  

Edited from George Evan's Diary --  

Tuesday, 16th November 1815. The first half hour's 

Chaining was tolerably good; but. for six Miles af-

terwards, it was extremely fatiguing along a Rocky 

and Bushy Ridge, which led me to the centre  of 

three hills. The larger one I have named "Mount Mac-

quarie"; that to the south-east, I call "Mcclaine's Peak"; 

the north-west one is separated from the others by a 

small gully. I have named this "Antill's Peak".  

They are most remarkable and conspicuous hills; I 

see no other in any direction of their shape; from 

these lofty eminences, I had a clear and perfect View 

of the Country. The S. W., West and N. W. is a series 

of high Mountainous hills, their tops shewing them-

selves at a great distance; in the direction of E.20Â° 

S., about 15 Miles is a fine-lookinq plains country.  

Evans did not reach the sea on this journey, but he 

found the river, which he named the "Lachlan".  

The Lachlan River was later found to be part of the 
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The commemorative stone plaque 



 
major river system of south eastern Australia - the  

Darling, Lachlan, Murrumbidgee and Murray rivers.  

 

 “Music on Main Street” 
W. L. McCormick 

L ochbuie’s recognized Vocal music organization 

in the USA is busy rehearsing for their upcom-

ing June show, “Music on Main Street”.  The show 

will feature music from the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s and 

will take the audience on a musical journey through 

America.  The show will be the event of Sunday, 

June 10th   at 4:00 

in the afternoon.  

An “Afterglow” 

will follow to 

give those in at-

tendance a 

chance to hear a 

little more music 

and meet the 

choir members 

in a social set-

ting.  Any of you 

clan members 

who happen to 

find yourselves 

in the Jackson, 

Ohio area on that date, come on by the Markay Cul-

tural Arts Center   and enjoy the show and fellow-

ship. 

 

The MacFadyen Chief 

 Vacates Lochbuie. 
Submitted By: Lochbuie 

H ector Reaganach, the 1st Lochbuie, received his 

grant of lands on Mull from the Lord of the 

Isles around 1360. Hector in turn selected Lochbuie 

as his ideal site to build his future home and fortifi-

cation. When the following episode took place is 

lost in history, but it is repeated in Clan folklore. 

 

Hector arrived at Loch Buy to find the MacFadyens 

in residence. Whether they were aware of Hector’s 

recently gained ownership is not known, but the 

MacFadyens were encouraged to leave. It is quite 

probable that the MacFadyen chieftain was not im-

mediately agreeable to the move, but when Hector 

climbed to the top of MacFadyen’s fortification, his 

decision became immediate. Hector had aimed an 

arrow at a bone MacFadyen was chewing with dead-

ly accuracy. MacFadyen and his followers left im-

mediately but were treated with kindness and subse-

quently became a sept of the greater Clan Maclaine/

Maclean of Lochbuie.  

 

It is probable that MacFadyen’s fortification was a 

wooded fort or long house, as Moy Castle was not 

constructed until the early 1400’s. 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 

Deadline for submissions for the     

June Newsletter. 

11 June 2018  
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Photo caption: Mount Macquarie to the left; Maclaine's 

Peak to the right and slightly behind ... near the town of 

Carcoar, western New South Wales  



    Bruce vs Balliol 
Submitted by: Michael McFadden 

[12th century] “Prior to the rebellion 

Of MacDougalls (And Macphaidin) 

The MacPhaidin chief was hired by 

the warlord Somerled too clear the 

Danes out of Argyll. Even though the 

Macphaidin methods were barbarous 

(even for the 12th century) they were 

successful. Because of the MacPhai-

din opulence. Edward the first of 

England granted the MacPhaidin 

Chief Lord of Lorne.  Once Somerled 

died, the Lord of Lorne title was given to his son 

Dougall. Then this would be when the Macphaidin 

would lose the title, because of a stronger claim to 

the title because of kinsmanship.   

[13th century] Towards the end of the centu-

ry. A conflict arose between 

Robert de Bruys. (Robert the 

Bruce) and John Balliol. Sides 

were picked between Somerleds 

offspring. They are now split up 

into several families MacDonald, 

MacRory and the MacDougalls. 

The MacDonalds and MacRorys 

supported Robert the Bruce. 

Whereas the the MacDougalls 

supported John Balliol. When 

The Bruce took power the MacDougalls promised 

the MacPhaidin some land and wealth if they help 

with the overthrow of Robert the Bruce. It can be 

received since the MacPhaidin title of Lord of Lorn 

was taken a century earlier they would be eager to 

take some land.  So the MacPhaidin agreed. Before 

the battle. MacPhaidin (because of their intense irish 

roots), looped around to Ireland and picked up 1,500 

men ready to battle Robert the Bruce.  MacPhaidin 

and MacDougall fought side by side almost defeat-

ing Robert the Bruce. Until a Sir William Wallace 

made his appearance. Then the tide of battle 

changed and the MacDougall, MacPhaidin chief was 

defeated by Robert the Bruce and William Wallace. 

The MacPhaidin chief then fled into a cave where 

the MacPhaidin Chief was slain and beheaded. 

When Battle is lost, land is stripped and claimed. 

The Macdougall land was claimed, and it is saw fit 

that MacPhaidin land was as well.  

Source: “Highland Papers” Direct link:  

http://www.electricscotland.com/boks/pdf/

highlandpapers02macp.pdf 

 

Peter Dodds McCormick  
(1834 – 1916) 

Wrote and composed Australia’s national anthem, 

and the music of  ‘Flower of Scotland’ 

Submitted By: Lochbuie 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

S cottish-born, Peter Dodds McCormick arrived 

in Sydney in 1855 and spent most of his time 

employed by the Council for Public Instruction, 

teaching music and non-denominational morals & 

ethics at St Leonards Superior Public School and 

also at Fort Street School. He had white-hair, a red 

face, and a curious, dry, and extraordinarily Scots 

laconic manner.  

He was also a talented composer. Amongst the patri-

otic songs he wrote and composed was a stirring 

piece about his adopted country, first sung at the 

Highland Society’s 1878 St Andrew’s Day concert. 

Palings published it under the pen name of Amicus 

in December 1890. A massed choir at the inaugura-

tion of the Commonwealth of Australia on 1st Janu-

ary 1901 sang the song. Advance Australia Fair 

became Australia’s national anthem in 1984.  

MacCormick also wrote the musical composition of 

Flower of Scotland – the nation’s unofficial nation-

al anthem. Roy Williamson wrote the words and the 

‘song’ was first performed by the Corries in 1967.  
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