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     Merry Christmas &                           

                 Happy New Year      

Message from the Clan Chief 

To all kinsfolk of our Clan, I extend to you my very best wishes for 

Christmas and the coming New Year. May your families have a 

blessed Christmas, and may next year fulfil your hopes and be peace-

ful. 
 

When I reflect on 2017, the Clan had a constructive year. For those of 

you who were able to participate in our activities, I thank you for your 

support. 
 

Undoubtedly the August gathering in Scotland was my highlight – the 

Edinburgh Tattoo, the Oban Games, and our visit to Mull and 

Lochbuie. Having nine different countries represented underlines how 

widely our forebears are now dispersed. 
 

As importantly, four initiatives that got underway in 2017 are now 

coming to fruition. 

• Our Facebook site continues to expand, and I urge those of you 

who follow Facebook, to regularly contribute pictures and stories. 

• The Clan web site is up and running and will be progressively ex-

panded and improved, and will draw heavily on our two book initia-

tives. 

• In March 2018, a book entitled “One Clan or Two?” will be pub-

lished. This book covers the period 1200 to 1715, and explores the 

Lochbuie and Duart relationship. Having had sight of the manuscript, 

the recurring issue that many of you face will be finally put to bed. 

Both the monarch of the day and the Privy Council considered the 

Lochbuies were a separate and independent clan. 

And a second book underway that has the working title of “A Clans-

man’s guide to Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie”. The publishing of this 

comprehensive volume is planned for the autumn. 
 

Looking ahead to 2018, my repeating objective is to find ways of ex-

panding our visibility. If we are guilty of anything, we are guilty of 

being a little reticent in promoting our Clan. My mother had a wonder-

ful expression when describing a pushy individual, “He is certainly not 
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backward in coming forward!”  There is of course a 

balance that needs to be achieved, but I hope we can 

improve our presence at highland gatherings and 

capitalise on publicity opportunities. 

To you and your families – Merry Christmas. 

With best wishes, 

Lorne Maclaine of Lochbuie.    

11
th

 – Lachlan – Lachlainn Mor.  Supported Macleans 

of Duart against the Earl of Argyll in 1675. Buried in 

Laggan family Mausoleum. d.ca. 1701. 

12
th – Lt. Col. Hector. Supported the Jacobite Prince 

James and fought with Viscount Dundee. Opened the 

Jacobite campaign in June 1689 when Hector’s 

Lochbuie clansmen defeated a Williamite cavalry unit 

at Knockbrecht. The “highland charge” of the Lochbuie 

clansmen convinced Dundee that his highlanders should 

be allowed to continue this mode of attack that proved 

so successful in the subsequent battle at Killiecrankie. 

Hector was forced to surrender Moy castle to the Earl 

of Argyll in 1690, but the castle was restored to Hector 

in 1697. b.ca.1649. d. April 1717.  

13
th – Murdoch.  Sires three daughters – the youngest, 

Isabella, inherits the famous Lochbuie Brooch. d.ante 

1729. 

14
th – John.  Succeeded his brother Murdoch. d.ante 

1743. 

15
th – Lachlan. Died shortly after his father in Dec 

1744. 

16
th – Hector.  Died unmarried in 1749 and was suc-

ceeded by his cousin John. 

17
th – John. Son of Allan Maclaine, the third son of 

Hector 12th Lochbuie. Builds new house at Lochbuie 

and vacates Moy Castle. Entertains Johnson and Bos-

well in 1773 . b.ca 1724. d.Feb 1788. 

18
th – Capt. Archibald. By an entail of 31st May 1776, 

names the future succession to chiefship and possession 

of Lochbuie and the Barony of Moy. Departs to Ameri-

ca and serves with the 84th Royal Highland Emigrant 

Regt. Is murdered en route to England in Aug. 1784, 

s.p.l. 

19
th –  Lt. Col. Murdoch. Son of  Lachlan, fourth son of 

Hector, 12th Lochbuie.  

Served in America with distinction throughout Seven 

Years War 1757- 1763 and subsequently until 1784 

when he returned to Scotland. Served  heir to Lochbuie 

in May 1785 having registered his predecessor’s Deed 

of Entail. Built the present Lochbuie Manor House in 

1790. He continued his military career on his return 

from America. b.1740. d. June 1804. 

20
th – Lieut. Murdoch D.L., J.P.Argyll. Served in the 

Peninsular War with 42nd Highlanders. d.Aug 1844 

21st – Lieut. Murdoch.  Served with 91st Argyllshire 

Regiment. b.Feb 1814. d.unm. Aug 1850. 

22
nd

 – Donald D.L., J.P.Argyll. Succeeded his brother 

Murdoch. Went to Batavia and amassed a fortune via 

commodity exports. Highly regarded by the estates ten-

ants and well respected throughout Argyll. b. Oct 1816. 

d.1863. 

23
rd

 – Capt. Murdoch D.L., J.P.Argyll.  6th Royal High-

land Dragoon Guards. Military correspondent to The 

Times throughout the Franco-Prussian War. Awarded 

the Iron Cross the Kaiser in 1871. Founded with the 

Duke of Argyll the Argyllshire Gathering and Ball.  

24
th

 – Major Kenneth. M.C. Served in S.African War as 

2nd Lieut. In Scottish Horse and as Lieut. 15th Hussars 

in WWI . Promoted in the field to Capt. for gallantry 

and finally Major, 2i/c, 17th Middlesex Regt. 

Lost Lochbuie Estate to Sir Steven Gatty as a conse-

quence of a law suit in 1920.  b. Jan 1880. d. May 1935. 

25
th—Major Gillean. Commissioned into the Black 

Watch, but served in the 1st Airborne Glider Pilot regi-

ment throughout WW2. – Sicily landings, D Day and 

Arnhem. Managing Director of Highland Bonding Co. 

and director of companies. b.Jan 1921. d. May 1970m. 

26
th—Chief. Lorne Maclaine of Lochbuie. 26th Chief of 

Clan Gillean of Lochbuie (The Siol Eachainn), Baron 

of Moy. 

Commercial career focused on Marketing. Retired Mar-

keting & Circulation Director of Independent Newspa-

pers SA and Director of companies.  

Clan Tanist – Angus Maclaine, Younger of Lochbuie, 

the son of the 26th Chief.  Founder and Chairman of 

Fundamental Media – an international media planning 

and research company.  

Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie 

Continued 



Sites of Interest at Lochbuie 
Compiled by Lorne Maclaine of Lochbuie - 26th Clan Chief 

DONALD’S  MEMORIAL  

also known as  

THE  RED  MONUMENT 

This stone obelisk is on the right, set approximately 

20 meters back into the rhododendrons, two thirds 

of the way along Loch Uisg traveling towards 

Lochbuie. The memorial is to Donald, 22nd 

Lochbuie. The inscription on the memorial reads; 

“In memory of Donald Maclaine of Lochbuy who 

died 18th October, 1863 aged 46 years. The monu-

ment is erected by his tenants, servants and a few 

friends, in memory and respect for him. A consider-

able landlord and master, and useful country gentle-

man. A fair and upright magistrate, as well as sym-

pathy for his bereaved family so early deprived of 

his wise counsel and Christian example. 1864.” 
 

VICTORIA  JUBILEE MONUMENT 

This pyramid shaped monument is also on the right 

hand side of the road alongside Loch Uisg – shortly 

after the Red Monument – and just before the end of 

the Loch. It is set beside the road, but is some 3 me-

ters above the road level on a low bluff of rock. 

The plaque reads; “Erected by Lochbuie and his 

Highlanders to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Dia-

mond Jubilee, 22 June 1897. God Save the Queen” 

CORONATION   

 MONUMENT 

The pyramid shaped monument is located at the 

shore of Lochbuie at the end of the road that sweeps 

around the Lochbuie valley. It is approximately 50 

meters from St. Kilda’s Church. 

The plaque on the face of the monument reads; 

 “Erected by Lochbuie and his Highlanders to com-

memorate the coronation of their majesties Edward 

Vll and Queen Alexandra. God save the King and 

Queen. 29 August 1902. 
 

CAIBEAL  MHEAMHAIR 

 “ The Chapel of Remembrance” 

 The Family Mausoleum and graveyard. 

The main core of the building is of a late medieval 

date. Above the doorway to the Chapel is a plaque in-

scribed “Consecrated to St. Kenneth 1500”, however 

nothing is known of the early history of the chapel and 

it had presumably fallen into disuse by 1701, when the 

first recorded burial within it took place.  The present 

appearance of the building owes much to the restora-

tion carried out in 1864 by Donald, 22nd of Lochbuie.  

• Preserved within the Chapel is a block of Carsiag 

sandstone wrought in the form of an octagonal basin 

set upon a square base. This stone appears to be a font 

of late medieval date. 

• Table-tomb stones of note within the Chapel are 

those of: Murdoch -10th Lochbuie - died in 1662, Hec-

tor-12th Lochbuie- died in 1701, Murdoch – 13th 

Lochbuie- who died in 1729, and Margaret the wife of 

Hector – 12th Lochbuie. 

White marble memorials recognize other Clan Chiefs 

and those associated with the chief’s family. 

At the East end of the Chapel, the Mausoleum vaults 

reflect the names of those members of the family who 

are buried or interred at the Mausoleum.  The Chapel’s 

preservation is the responsibility of the Clan Chief. 

MAUSOLEUM OF  

JOHN, 17TH LOCHBUIE. 

200 meters NW of Lochbuie House is a small mau-

soleum built specifically as a monument where the 

remains of John, his Lady and their six children 

were to be deposited.  The structure was built in 

1777 and while John died in 1778 no record of his 

internment at this Mausoleum exists.  

The building is in a good state of repair although the 

original slate roof has been replaced with corrugated 

iron.  The easiest route to the Mausoleum is to fol-

low a pathway leading up the rockery at the NW 

end of Lochbuie House. 
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What an incredible 

honour it was to march 

into the Royal Edin-

burgh Military Tattoo 

as part of our Chief's 

“Clan Retinue” at 

about 8.40 pm on the  

The Chief, Lorne, his son, Angus, and grandsons Cameron and 
Gregor Maclaine  

photographed by Neill Maclaine 

 

evening of Tuesday 22 August 2017. There we were 

in front of almost 9,000 people in all our splendour 

and representing the Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie. 
 

The evening did not start there however. We had the 

pleasure of meeting, some of us for the first time, at 

the very top of The Royal Mile at 7pm to then be 

escorted into the heart of the Castle buildings, past 

all the pipers who appeared to be serenading us as 

they "tuned-up" in readiness for the evening’s Show 

ahead. 

 

As well as taking our own quick photographs in 

those auspicious surroundings we managed to get 

ourselves together for a group shot on the steps of 

The War Memorial Building We then enjoyed some 

time in The Great Hall being right royally enter-

tained by six incredibly loud and skilful drummers 

from Her Majesty's Royal Marines before Lorne 

Maclaine, 26th of Lochbuie, was invited to make a 

speech. In his entertaining 

and amusing words he 

emphasised the unique-

ness of the occasion and 

the fact that we had 

Lochbuie representatives 

from at least 11 countries 

there present; something 

that the Kincaids (the other Clan being so honoured 

that evening) could not quite match. He also in-

formed us all that his own godfather, Brigadier 

Alasdair Gillean Lorne MacLean, 6th of Pennycross, 

had been the Producer of the Tattoo between the 

years 1952-1967.  
 

After being "drilled" on how to march by the Regi-

mental Sergeant Major ("I'm not expecting any mir-

acles.") and on our required subsequent good behav-

iour whilst in the Esplanade, we practiced marching 

back to the Castle gates ready to make our grand 

entrance. Of course it was at that moment that rain 

began to fall from the evening sky but being of har-

dy Scottish stock we did not allow that to dampen 

our mood or our enthusiasm; not one iota. 
 

As the crowd greeted us as we appeared from under 

the Drawbridge we roared back our battle cry: 

"Buaidh No 

Bas!" What a 

moment that was 

with all eyes up-

on us as the re-

nowned com-

mentator, Bill 

Patterson, ad-

vised the crowd 

of some pertinent 

Clan Maclaine 

history (cleverly 

provided in ad-

vance by our 

Chief):  
 

“The Maclaines 

of Lochbuie 

trace their histo-

ry to Gillean of 

the Battleaxe, a warrior who fought with Alexander 

III at the Battle of Largs in 1263.  Gillean’s son, 

Malcolm , fought at the head of his Clan at Ban-

nockburn, alongside his brother-in-law, Robert the 

Clan Maclaine attendance at the 

Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

Tuesday 22 August 2017 

(a proud participant’s perspective) 

By Neill Maclaine 

Lorne Maclaine preparing to lead the 
Clan photographed by Robyn Capps  
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Bruce. 
 

The historical Lochbuie estates included swathes of 

Mull, nearby islands and the west coast of Argyll. 

They swore allegiance to The Lord of the Isles and 

were permanent members of the Lordship’s Council. 

They are an independent clan of 700 years standing.  
 

In the mid 1500’s an Italian swordsman, claiming to 

be the best, challenged any man is Scotland to de-

fend the country’s honour. Great John, the 7th Chief, 

responded, and in the presence of JamesVI, fought 

and killed the Italian; right here at Edinburgh Cas-

tle.At the Battle of  Killiecrankie, Viscount Dundee 

amended his strategy to include “the highland 

charge” that the Lochbuies had used so successfully 

days previously to defeat a cavalry troop that had 

been sent to intercept Hector, the 12th Chief.  

 

In more modern times, Clansmen have won five Vic-

toria Crosses and one George Cross… and a clans-

man, Peter MacCormick, emigrated to Australia and 

wrote and composed Australia’s national anthem – 

Advance Australia Fare. 
 

And the Lochbuies have arguably the most famous 

ghost in Scotland – Ewen of the Little Head – who 

had his head chopped-off when in a battle against 

his father, the 5th Chief, in 1538. . Ewen is said, “to 

ride” whenever a member of the Chiefly family dies. 

He was last “heard” in 1970”.  

After Lorne Maclaine of Lochbuie and Arabella 

Kincaid of Kincaid partook of a ceremonial “wee 

dram” with a quaich of whisky on the red carpet we 

then took our seats to enjoy a fabulous extravaganza 

of family entertainment. Some incredible perfor-

mances were put on by the 1,200 strong cast who 

appeared in the following order: 
 

Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools Choir from Ed-

inburgh 

The Massed Pipes and Drums  

The Band Of The Royal Regiment of Scotland 

The Indian Navy Band 

The Fanfare Band of The 9th French Infantry Bri-

gade 

The Shetland Fiddlers and The Viking Jarl Squad – 

including the burning of a Viking longship. 

The Tattoo Dance Company – “Time to Splash the 

Tartan” The Japanese Ground Self-Defence Force 

Central Band – with a battle between two fierce 

Samurai warriors 

The United States Naval Forces Europe Band  

The Band Of The Royal Regiment of Scotland – 

with a battle between the Redcoats and the Jacobites 

The Queen's Colour Squadron and The Band Of The 

Royal Air Force Regiment – The Esplanade being 

turned into the flight deck of an F35 aircraft carrier 

The Massed Bands Of Her Majesty's Royal Marines 

Then all the performers joined together with high-

lights being the Fireworks to the tune of 

'Conquistador' (by Procol Harum), 'Hallelujah' (by 

the late Leonard Cohen) sung by Leading Private, 

Michiko Matsanaya, of The Japanese Ground Self-

Defence Force Central Band and, of course, 

“The Lone Piper” - Corporal Charles Johnstone 

MacLean; 2nd Battalion of The Royal Highland Fu-

siliers - playing 'Lochaber No More' [or at least it 

was he on the night the Show was televised by the 

BBC with Princes Charles and William in attend-

ance.] 

Amongst all this I recognised many tunes but partic-

ularly enjoyed the Jacobite songs: ‘The Roses o’ 

Front of the Clan Maclaine Procession photographed by 
Jeff Burkett 

The Toast of The Lone Piper  
photographed by Jeff Burkett 
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Prince Charlie’, ‘Wha’ Wadna Fecht for Charlie’, 

‘The White Cockade’, ‘The Skye Boat Song’ and 

also ‘Caledonia’ (written by Dougie MacLean). 

 

It all ended with “The Lone Piper” on the top of the 

battlements playing 'Lochaber No More'...but for the 

Lochbuies that was by no means the end; just the 

start of an unforgettable Clan Gathering week. 

 

 

 
 

Tartan History 
Nikki Laird 

(The Kiltmaker) 

Tartan is one of the most distinctive and recogniza-

ble textile in the western world and Scotland has be-

come one with it. 

The earliest reports we see about tartan come from 

the Roman writers Virgil and Tacitus who wrote that 

the picts/celts were wearing striped, sometimes 

across, cloaks, shiny and bright.   Tacitus also says 

they were redheads with painted bodies (can I say, 

just like yours truly ;-)) 

The first actual written evidence we see in Scotland 

is from the treasurer of James III in 1471 who asks 

for blue tartan for use by the King.   We also have 

records from James IV court asking for ‘iij elnes of 

helande tertian’  He paid 8 shillins for it.  An elne 

was 37” in Scotland but 45” in England. 

In George Buchanan's 25 volume of History of Scot-

land published in 1582, he describes the kilt as con-

sisting of tightly woven cross striped woolen 

cloth.  He also says that; they delight in variegated 

garments, especially striped and that their favorite 

colors are blue and purple.  Their ancestors wore 

plaids of many different colors and a number still 

retain this custom, but the majority, now, in their 

dress, prefer a dark brown, imitating the leaves of 

the heather, that when lying upon the heath of the 

day, they may not be discovered by the appearance 

of their clothes. 

 

We know that in most villages of the day would 

have had a weaver, in fact there would’ve been a 

whole cottage industry with a lot of the community 

being involved. 

     

There would be the gathering of the wool, which 

came from a now extinct highland sheep.  This was a 

small animal with a short tail,  with the males were 

possibly horned.  It would shed its wool naturally 

and their fibers would’ve been plucked or gathered 

and spun into a soft fine worsted yarn.  Later, the 

cheviot sheep were introduced which had a harder 

springy fleece, unfortunately with interbreeding of 

the two the quality became a lot rougher and is now 

mainly used for carpets.  The tartan we see woven 

today actually comes from the fleece of sheep in 

New Zealand, which is sent to Scotland and spun 

into the tartan we see today. 

Once the wool had been gathered, someone would 

be responsible for carding it, preparing the fi-

bers.  Then another person would spin it and then off 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

   “We extend to Angus, Lochbuie’s Tanist, our 

deepest condolences to both him and his young 

family, following the untimely death of his wife, 

Susan. Susan was diagnosed with cancer some 

five years ago that sadly could not be arrested”.    

Flowers of 

the Forest 
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to the dyers.   When ready it would be woven into a 

check, tweed or tartan.

 

Now it would be time to waulk the cloth.  This was 

usually scheduled for a specific day of the month as 

it was a community event sometimes lasting the full 

day with a lot of the village involved.   You would 

be told on a certain day to leave your urine bucket at 

the front door to be collected for the process, it had 

to be stale.  The ammonia from the urine would help 

make the dyes fast, soften the cloth and remove resi-

due oils that was used to dress the wool, it is also 

said that it made the cloth showerproof but that 

could be the whole process of shrinking the cloth to 

a tighter weave.  Then once the cloth had been 

soaked in the urine it would be laid out on a long 

table, the villagers would sit around the table 

squeeze and bang the cloth on the table to shrink and 

soften it.  There are a lot of waulking songs that the 

villagers would sing whilst working, it would give 

the process some rhythm while working.  This 

would have been quite the social occasion for the 

village as everyone would be gathered to take part 

and it being Scotland a lot of drink involved.                                     

 

At this point there is no evidence that there was a 

massive range of clan or family tartans.  The village 

weaver would’ve woven up patterns, and, like any 

artist from any era they may have been proud of 

their creations.   It is said that they kept the thread 

counts on a stick so they could recreate the pat-

terns.   None of these sticks have ever been 

found.  There may well have been some clan chiefs 

or wealthy families that might have had their own 

personal tartan woven but, the general population 

would have been wearing whatever they could 

get.   Although you could maybe tell someone from 

another district by the colors of their garment, as 

dyers of each village would’ve been using local 

plants and insects to create the colors. 

The 18th century saw the tartan revolution 

begin.  Industrialization had come to Scotland and 

the very first industry to set up was in textiles.  The 

manufacture of tartans moved into large mill towns, 

and like many cottage industries, even today, it, 

along with better roads and transportation into the 

Highlands crushed the village weaver. 

Following the Jacobite defeat at Culloden 1746, the 

last pitched battle ever fought on the British Isles, 

Bonnie Prince Charlie fled the field to South Uist 

and then on to France.  Leaving his supporters to 

suffer the wrath of the Butcher of Cumber-

land.  Then to further punish Scotland, Parliament 

issued the acts of proscription, this was not only to 

disarm the Highlanders but also to rob them of eve-

rything that made them who they were, even their 

dress, which included anything tartan.  This was 

meant to destroy the clans, identities and economic 

structure of the Highlands. 

This could be one of the reasons we have never 

found a thread count stick of any village weaver as 

the consequences of breaking the proscription were 

horrendous.  First offence could be a fine, if you got 

a nice Sherriff, another could mean shipped off to 

the colonies for 7 years, presumably as an inden-

tured slave, and finally execution.  I personally 

wouldn’t have risked it. 

The proscription didn’t mean the end of tar-

tan.  Highland regiments were exempt; the kilt was 

worn as part of the uniform.  Most of the Scottish 
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regiments wore a form of the Black watch or any 

that matched the colors.  When tartan was standard-

ized they all wore the Black Watch or 

42nd Tartan.  The reason the Black watch was the 

preferred tartan was because the majority of officers 

in the regiments were Campbells and the Campbell 

tartan is Black Watch.  When Mackenzie raised his 

regiment in 1778 he decided he didn’t want the 

Black Watch ‘government’ so added a red and white 

line over the top.  The Duke of Gordon raised his 

regiment in 1793, his wife didn’t want them wearing 

the ‘government’ tartan either so they asked a cloth 

merchant, Mr William Forsyth, to design a new one 

for them, he obviously put a lot of thought into it, 

and stuck a yellow line through the Black Watch.  I 

wonder if they noticed that’s all he did. 

We also see from surviving documents that some of 

the mills in Scotland at the time were sending huge 

amounts of tartan cloth to the colonies during and 

after the proscription. 

After the repeal of the act in 1782 there was no great 

rush to go back to wearing the kilt or tartan.  It had 

been 36 years and the people were happy plodding 

along, in fact a whole generation would not have 

been around in the ‘good auld days’.  It wasn’t until 

1822 that tartan truly came back with a vengeance. 

It all started in 1815 when two gentlemen, Stewart 

of Garth and Robertson of Struan, were writing to 

one another about trying to preserve the older clan 

setts of tartans.  Around the same time the society of 

London had set up its own collection of ‘clan’ tar-

tans.  There was definitely a tartan revolution start-

ing but the man who really pushed it forward was 

Sir Walter Scott.  With his romantic vision of the 

Highlands and Highlanders in his books, along with 

his obsession of bringing history back to life and im-

proving on it 

                 In 1822 Sir Walter Scott and Stewart of 

Garth were asked to stage manage King George IVs 

visit to Edinburgh.  The king even had a Highland 

Kilt outfit specially made for the event.   A wee bit 

extra info, Ebenezer Scroggie, the man whose head-

stone inspired Charles Dickens ‘Scrooge’, had either 

catered or supplied the drink for the event.  Scott had 

asked all who were attending the functions to wear 

full tartan Highland dress.  The rush was then on to 

weave tartans to make up the highland dress for the 

attendees.  As most people hadn’t bothered going 

back to traditional dress after the repeal and it had 

now been 40 years, the mills were descended upon 

in mass by customers wishing to either have ‘their 

own’ tartan woven or choose some of the tartans al-

ready in production.  Tartans kept in the mills were 

not named at this point just numbered.  So, most 

would go into the mill and pick out what they liked 

and from that point on it was their very own clan 

tartan.  Wilsons of Bannockburn, the main tartan 

weaving mill of the time, had to build new weaving 

sheds to keep up with demand, even taking staff 

from other areas of the business to fulfil the orders 

and for the next 10 year the mill solely wove tartan. 

Tartan was now well and truly part of Scotland and 

its ‘history’.  There were a couple of brothers around 

at this time called Charles and John Hay Allan and 

decided to try and cash in on this.  They quietly put a 

rumor out that they were the grandsons of Charles 

Edward Stuart, they concocted a story that they had 

been whisked away at birth and brought up by an 

English admiral.  They were intelligent, charming 

and good-looking fellows who with their stories, 

fancies, the sentiments of Jacobite loyalty and of 

course the romantic literature of the day had the no-

bility of Scotland eating out of their hands.  So much 

so, they were given free range of Highland estates 

and lodges to be at their disposal.  For a couple of 

decades, they played off these rumors and lived the 

high life.  Then in 1842 they pop up again only now 

they’ve changed their names to Charles and John 

Sobieski Stuart, Sobieski being the name of Charles 

Edward Stuart mother.  This time they say they have 

an old manuscript from 1571 that was apparently 

given to Bonnie Prince Charlie at Douay.  It was two 

volumes of work all about highland dress and con-

tained 49 Highland Tartans and 29 Lowland tartans 

with colored plates of the actual tartans and they had 

it published. 

Sir Walter Scott and others were asked to verify the 

manuscript but the Brothers conveniently said their 

father would not hand it over, so instead they had to 

look over the published works.  The first mistake 

Scott found was that there was absolutely no evi-

dence that tartan had ever been worn in the Scottish 

Lowlands, that’s 29 tartans out the window and as 



for the Highland tartans they could only verify that 6 

were indeed correct.   The wording of some of the 

text in the works was said to be not to be of the cor-

rect century and some of the tartans had certainly 

come from the mind of John himself.  In 1847 an 

article was published in the Quartley Review, a pop-

ular English Journal of the time, dismissing the man-

uscript and the brothers as frauds.  John did write a 

rebuttal but by then damage had been done and they 

moved to the continent where they lived out the rest 

of their lives. 

Just as the Sobieski brothers were sent packing 

Queen Victoria purchased the Balmoral Estate, 

Speyside in 1848 and built themselves a wee cas-

tle.  Queen Victoria, just as her Uncle, George 

IV before her, was seduced by Scotland's beauty 

and, again thanks to Sir Walter Scott, the romantic 

version of the country’s history.  She was even said 

to have considered herself an ardent Jacobite.    We 

know that both Victoria and Albert loved tartan as 

they had Balmoral Castle covered in it from the 

walls and curtains to the chairs.  Prince Albert actu-

ally designed the Balmoral tartan himself and Victo-

ria loving the Dress Stewart tartan had a red line 

added to make it her own. 

There is an old story that I was told when I started in 

this industry.  We have to thank Queen Victoria for 

the introduction of dress tartans.   It is said that she 

thought some of the tartans were rather drab so had 

white added to the base to make them more femi-

nine.  There is also another wee story that she sup-

posedly invented the Kiltpin.  She was apparently 

inspecting a Highland regiment on a very windy 

day.  As the kilts were flying up, she took out a hat 

pin and put it in the kilt to prevent any embarrass-

ment.  I have no idea if these are true but they do 

make nice little stories. 

Tartan is still as popular today as it was back then, 

probably more so, and it is still evolving as we 

speak.   We have ancient, modern weathered dyes 

of each of the tartans 

Tartans are the same sett but have been woven us-

ing different dye shades. 

The ancient lighter dyes are said to have come from 

the Victorian era.  They thought that if you were us-

ing pure vegetable dyes the colors would be light-

er.  The Modern darker colors are said to be from 

using chemical dyes.  In fact it has been researched 

by some dyers recently that the modern colors would 

have been the older shades.  The weathered dyes 

were brought out in the 1950s to mimic a piece of 

cloth that had been dug up from Culloden.  Later, 

another mill brought out their own version of the 

weathered but with a bit more depth and color call-

ing it muted.  There is white dress tartans but are 

now only really worn by Highland dancers.  You 

will also hear the term Hunting colors, this is just a 

green version of a red tartan.  The hunting to be 

worn during the day and the red to be worn in the 

evening.  I think it may have been a clever tailor or 

retailer that came up with this one. 

The Scottish Tartans Authority was set up in 

1996  by leading tartan mills and enthusiasts to gath-

er together the tartans and have a formal database to 

preserve the history of tartan and regulate any new 

tartans coming out, it is still going strong today.  We 

also have The Scottish Register of Tartans which 

was established by an Act of the Scottish Parliament 

in 2008 and can register any new tartan designs. 

Now because of our history with tartan anyone 

around the world seeing tartan will instinctively 

think of Scotland. 

 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 

Deadline for submissions for the     

March Newsletter. 

11 March 2018  
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